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SERMON. 


PSALM LXXXII. 6, 7 


1 T wars 841D, Ys 4 Gods; AND ALL OF YOU ARE 
CHILDREN OF THE Mos Heng. Bor YE SHALL 
DIE LIKE MEN, AND FALL LIKE ONE OF THE 1 
PRINCES, os | 


It having pleaſed the SupgEuE RuLER, who 
is infinitely exalted above all that are called gods on 
earth, and who alone hath immortality, dwelling in 
light inacceſſible and full of glory, to take from 
our world, his ſervant, the Chief Magiſtrate of this 
Commonwealth, it becomes the indiſpenſable duty 

of all, ſeriouſly to notice and religiouſly improve the 
melancholy and afflictiye diſpenſation. Such a no- 
tice and improvement of this painful event are, how- 
ever, peculiarly incumbent on us, of this place, in 
conſequence of our having been particularly: con- 
nected with the deceaſed ; who was a moſt diſtin= 


guiſhed inhabitant of this town, and member of Us 
Chriſtian Church and Society. 


TE ſpeaker has ever had too much experience 
- of the candour of his hearers, to diſtruſt it on the 


preſent 


preſent occaſion, He cannot, however, perfuade 
- himſelf to enter upon the diſcharge of the duty that 
now devolves upon him, without particularly re. 
queſting the indulgence of his audience; and ex- 
preſſing a hope, that his deficiencies will be imput. 
ed leſs to an unbecoming indifference to the ſolemn 
event, which has ſpread ſo general a gloom over 
the face of ſociety, than to the very ſenſible man. 
ner in which it has affected him. 


"Ovs text is the language of the great Creator 
and Lord of all, who knoweth his works from the 
ing to the end, and calleth them all by their 

names, © haue ſaid, Te are Gods ; and all of you 
chiles of the Moſt High. But ye ſpall die like men, 
and fall like one of the princes,” What wide ex- 


tremes! Gods, yet mortal! Sons of the at —_ 


yet frail children of the qu! 

MANKIND are the olfepring of Go, penal in 
his image, and conſtituted lords of this lower world. 
By their rational and moral powers, by their capa- 
cities of improvement in knowledge, virtue, and 
happineſs ; by their deſtination to a future and e- 
| ternal ſtate of exiſtence ; and by the elevated views 
and hopes which religion teaches them to entertain, 
they are raiſed to a diſtinguiſhed rank in the ſcale 

of beings. They are allied to the divinity, and 
claim kindred with the immortals. In a compara- 
tive and qualified ſenſe, they are © gods.” 


** Bur 


r e Hot attempt to nt nor neg- 
lect to conſider, that it is S the Magiſtrates and 


Rulers of the earth this high appellation is more 
eſpeciaſty'to be appiied. 


Tos of our fellow. men, who, in Divine Promi- 
dence, are raiſed to civil power and truſt, are the 
vicegerents of the Supreme Ruler, the miniſters of 
God for good to mankind. On account of the au- 
thority, power, dignity and utility of their Office, 
they are ſtyled Gods,“ by Him who cannot be 
ſuſpected of giving flattering or uſeleſs titles. The 
advantages reſulting to ſociety from the appointment 
and agency of Civil Rulers, are more extenſive and 
important, than we are ready, perhaps, at firſt view, 
to imagine. As the benefits, which we are contin» 
ally deriving from the eſtabliſhed laws, and ſaluta- 
ry operations of the natural world, are very apt, 
from their being conſtant and familiar, to be little 
regarded: So, accuſtomed, as we are, to the ſecuri- 
ty, order, and, bleſſings flowing from a ſtate of ſoci- 
ety, which is regulated, improved, and protected by 
Civil Laws and Government, we are prone to think 
too lightly of the protection and privileges we enjoy, 
and of the inſtitution from which they are derived. 


RxLiolox and a ſenſe of moral obligation, im- 
portant and effential as they are to ſociety, have ne- 
ver been found ſufficient, even where they have ex- 
iſted in their greateſt purity, vigour and extent, to 
render men, in a tolerable degree, ſecure and un- 
diſturbed in the enjoyment of their rights. In eve- 


ry 
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ry nation and Contact; there are foitie on Whom - 
religious and moral priffciples have but little effect. 

Such perſons, were it not for the reſtraint ariſing 
from the fear of the Civil Magiſtrate, would freely 
- indulge themſelves in rapine and plunder, and every 


kind of vice and iniquity to which their unruly paſ. 
Hons might prompt them. It is alſo too evident, 


that mankind in general are fo defective in their 


regard to the dictates of piety, benevolence and jul. 
dee; and ſo liable to be miſled by the ſelfiſh 12 


In that they need to have their conduct and 
; intercourſe with one another regulated and reſtrain- 
ed by civil authority ; and the errors of their own 


biafſed judgment corrected by the deciſions « more 


| diſintereſted tribunals. 


"Tux effential 1 of Government, there- 


| * to the ſecurity, order and happineſs of ſociety, 


. muſt be manifeſt. And to this neceſſary inſtitu- 
. tion, the Almighty Parent and Lord of all, ever 
. caring for the welfare of his offspring, has given 
his divine ſanction, i in beſtowing the tle of « Gods“ 
on thoſe who are appointed to rule over men. In 


1 "Ironortion as they are faithful to their truſt, and 
_ ., anſwer the end of their appointment, civil rulers 
are, like beneyolent ſuperior powers, the guardians, 


protectors and benefaQtors. of the community over 
. which their influence extends; and as ſuch are en- 
_ titled to a moſt reſpectful and affeQionate regard. 


Bur Civil Magiſtrates, however elevated their 


_ Nations and important their ſervices, and notwith- 
ſtanding 


—B _ 


„ 


public alfeRion, eſteem and confidence, are ſubject, 


in common with the reſt of mankind, to the attacks 
r e | 


* 1 have fad, Ye are Gode=bur 5, ſhell ie lik 
men.” As all mankind have the ſame origin, ſo it 
is agreeable to the appointment of Heaven, that 
they all have the ſame end.* All are of the duſt, 
and all turn to duſt again.” To people his dark 
dominions, the king of terrors is continually de- 
ſpoiling our world of its inhabitants. But although 


dis arrows produce ſuch fatal effects among man- 


kind, yet his bow ſeems to be drawn at a venture. 


We fall before him indiſcriminately, and go down 


to the grave without any apparent order. The 
congregation of the dead, like that of the living, is 
a mixed multitude, .conſiſting of perſons of all ages, 
of all conditions, and of all characters. If we walk 


over the burying ground, conſult the monumental 


inſcriptions, and meditate among the tombs, we 
ſhall find that he aged and the young, the public 
Magiſtrate and the private citizen, the rich and the 
poor, the great and the ſmall are there. From the 
earlieſt records of the ravages of death, and from 
the courſe of Divine Providence, which falls under 
our daily obſervation, we ſee that no claſs or de- 
ſcription of men is exempt from mortality. The 
moſt pious and Chriſtian Ruler « falls like one of 
the” heathen and idolatrous © princes.” And the 
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j- truths have RO an ra, a 
our eyes, in an inſtance of human frailty, which at 
once carries conviction to the mind, and grief to the 
heart. The laſt week were committed to the duſt, with 
funeral honours, not more, unuſual than deſerved, 
the remains of our moſt reſpected friend and neigh- 
bour, the Governor of this Commonwealth. At 
this event, patriotiſm mourns ;- friendſhip weeps ; 
and the more © tender @harities of life are in the 
ſpirit of heavineſs. He ſhall return no more to 

dis houſe; neither ſhall, his place know him any 
more. It becomes us to ſay, Even ſo, rar. 
* ſo it ſeemed. gogd i in thy gd | 


"Tux mas. 7739 
narrow views and comprehenſion. But there is 
a ſpirit in man, and the inſpiration of the a 
giveth us underſtanding. It is our duty, there- 
fore, notwithſtanding we are capable of knowing 
but-in-part, and ſeeing but in part, to contemplate 
the appointments, and ſtudy the ways of Gop, in 
order that we may diſcover the propriety and wiſ- 
dom of them, as far as our limited powers will per- 

mit. This is not a profane or uſeleſs employment 
of our rational faculties ; but is both pious and 
profitable. To believe the divine wiſdom," which, 
in all caſes, we have ſufficient reaſon to do, is high- 
ly conſoling; but to /ce e ee eee . 
nnn 
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ſage of human life, in a manner in which there 
to be fo little order, or diſcrimination of 
characters and conditions. It is apt to excite ſur- 
priſe, if not a ſpirit of diſtruſt and complaint, when 
we ſee death deſtroying the hope of man; triumph. 
ing over thoſe who are in the bloom of youth, or 
in the midſt of life ; thoſe who are in circumſtances 
of eaſe and proſperity ; eminent for their talents, 
virtues and uſefulneſs; and in the preſervation of 
whoſe lives, not only their more private connexions, 
but whole communities, are deeply intereſted : while 
thouſands of the aged and infirm, of the dependent 
and wretched, of the profligate and uſeleſs, ſurvive! 
This, it is commonly obſerved, is one of the myf- 
teries of Providence. But if it be a myſtery, it is a 
_ myſtery full of wiſdom. wy — INEE 
ly Ty from our view.” | l 


— the world; und Mer 
to reign over the children of men, it is obvious, 
that they muſt fall under his power, either in the 
preſent indiſcriminate and promiſcuous manner; or 
according to ſome fixed rule and order. A little 
attention to the conſequences of the latter method, 
will be ſufficient to convince 1 us of the —_— wil-- 
2 of the former.” F 


—— return * enn dult, 
according to ſome eſtabliſhed rule and ſettled order, 
in reſpect to age, or any other. obvious circumſtance, 
this rule and order would be neceſſarily known, 
from obſervation; and we ſhould conſequently be- 
come 


| conditions, to abandon their uſeful employments, 


Iv. | ; 
i I 0 u. top finds ne Bur 
this is a kind of knowledge, which would but in. 
creaſe our ſorrow, Were mankind to foreſee the 
Spd AO wrong 
would be the conſequences of ſuch foreſight | How 
many individuals, inſtead of indulging the pleaſing 
and innocent hope of living many days, and rejoic- 
ing in them all, would be filled with diſmay, by the 
knowledge that death was at the very door | How 
would the pleaſures of friendſhip and dameſtic life 
_ In tears before their time! It would be no uncom- 
mon thing for the potentates and rulers of the 
earth to retire, like the celebrated ChanLs the 
— government: Nor fin men, in humbler 


and reſign. themſelves to melancholy. and deſpair. 
Not a few of mankind, who might otherwiſe have 
continued to be highly uſeful to their families, 
at an earlier period, be wholly unfitted for attend 
— —̃ẽ 


Mor ler in be imagined, ther an nee 
ee e eee ee p b mark, 
would be friendly to the moral and religious inter- 
eſts of mankind. Such knowledge would not be 
ſuited to a probationary ſtate. 1t would be likely 
to render us thoughtleſs and prefumptuous, or de- 
„ — 


13 
a few days to live, might fill us with terror; but 
would poſſeſs no charm, or myſterious power, to 
correct vicious habits, formed in our ſeaſon of ſe- 
curity ; and at once to fit us for the ſervices and 
enjoyments of Heaven, That uncertain tenure, on 
which we hold our lives, places us in a favourable 
ſituation for the due exerciſe of our voluntary and 
mind by its terror; but by a more gentle influence 
becomes an important mean of forming men to ha · 
bits of reflection and ſeriouſneſs, of piety, virtue and 


Wax crtain claſſes or deſcriptions of men ex- 
empted from death, or made certain of living to an 
unuſual age, what advantages would reſult from 
ſuch an arrangement ? Or rather, what evils would 
it not produce? If riches and honours were a ſecu- 
. rity from the grave, with what an increaſe of devo- 
tion and zeal, of injuſtice and oppreſſion, ſhould we 
ſee mankind paying their homage to the god of this 
world, and forcing their way to power and fame 
If the affluent and proſperous are now too prone to 
forget God, their maker; to lead lives of diſſipa- 
tion and pleaſure ; and to turn away from ſcenes 
of human woe; what would be the temper of their 
minds and tenour of their conduct, were they ta 
nn 


* 


Were the children of men expoſed to die, in 
proportion as they are poor and dependent, "= 
tunate and wretched, this appointment would widen 
that difference which now takes place in the condi. 
tions of men, and of which. ſome are apt to com- 
plain as being already too wide. It would add af. 
fliction to the afflicted, by increaſing their -appre- 
henſion of that evil which the philoſopher pro- 
nounced, Of all terrible things the moſt terri- 
ble:“ And by diminiſhing that great ſupport and 
ſolace of the unfortunate and miſerable, the hope of 
living to ſee better days, and of taking comfort a 
. an Ba aben 


Iv the more vicious and e ie 
kind, thoſe who are leaſt diſpoſed to make a proper 
| uſe of their time and talents, were to be conſigned - 
to an early death, this would be to deny them that 
opportunity for reflection, repentance and amend- 
ment, which divine compaſſion allows to ſinful men. 
Or if any are ready to think it expedient that the 
more pious, virtuous and uſeful members of ſociety, 
as they only are fit to die, ſhould alone be ſubject 
to death, it need only -be aſked, what a world this 
muſt be, deprived of their counſels and examples, 
ſervices and influence ! It muſt be dark and wretch- 
ed, indeed, when deſpoiled of its * its orna- 
ments and glory ; | 


"Taz more, indeed, we; reflet on the ways and 
appointments of Heaven, and compare them with 
any ſchemes and methods of our own, the more 


; 8 ö | 5 
all we be convinced of che wiſdom. and goods 
E gs 


Tan — e on the ab and 
dignified character of Civil Rulers, and on the mor- 
tality to which, by à wiſe appointment of Heaven, 
they are liable, in common with the reſt of man: - 
kind, it is to be hoped, will neither be deemed un- 
ſeaſonable, nor prove unprofitable. They at leaſt 
lers, while we are indulged with them; and to en- 
tertain a humble ſenſe of the divine correction, when 
Gov, in his righteous providence, takes them away. 
At the ſame time we are taught, by our ſubject, to 
conſole our minds under ſuch bereavements, in the 
reflection, that they take place according to a con- 


ſtitution and appointment, founded in perfect wiſ- 


Tris — we need at "oy pelcht time. 


A Chief Magiſtrate, who poſſeſſed, in an unuſual 


degree, the public eſteem and confidence, has been 
taken from our head, in the midſt of his days and 


uſefulneſs. Such was his public ſtation, and ſo ac- 
kng were his virtues, that, unaccuſtomed as 
I giving of characters, in my diſcourſes, 
it is undoubtedly expected, that ſomething of this 
kind will be attempted on the preſent occaſion. I 
am not inſenſiblè of the juſtice of the — 
nor of the nit of the 3 * 


* 


GOVERNOR 


| His manners he wus cor 


6 


2 ber Gn the aytk of 
November, 1746, in this town; where he paſſed 
his days. As ſcarcely any circumſtance, relating 
to diſtinguiſhed characters, is unintereſting, it may 
not be improper to obſerve, that he had the advan- 
tage of a fine perſon. He was elevated in ſtature 
2s well as in ſtation; above the multitude of his 
brethren. ' His aſpe& was open and noble; at once 
ä eee A 
| g polite and 
bang; ye denied and mag. e 


His mind —— frong eee 
powers were well balanced. "He diſcovered more 
of that ſolid and | judicious turn of mind, the effect 
of which was a uniform, diſtin& and uſeful light, 
than of that kind of genius, which, though it may 
ſometimes produce brilliant effects, often leads to 
rrtor and harm, by its too bold and extravagant 
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Hx enjoyed the advantages of a liberal and pub- 
lic education, in our Univerſity, at Cambridge, 
where, in the years ad AE Bl es he eve | 
| ere ewe Boon, rent 


Or leaving <a 4 
1 e of the ths: By the candour and 
judgment with which he conducted, in the line of 
his profeſſion, as well as by the diſtreet and amiable 
tenour of his life and converſation, he acquired the 
affection and eſteem of his brethren of the bar, and 
of his fellow-itizens in general. He 


vas the ſureſt pledge of his figglity 
in a ſtill higher and more important ſtation, turned 


* 
I 8 


ture of this Commonwealth; firſt as a Repreſentatiue 
from this town ; and then as a Senator for the coun: 


| n « Fe e 


eee eee eee wh 
cordial approbation of the public, placed him on the 
bench of the Supreme Judicial Court. In this im- 
portant ſituation, he continued for a. conſiderable. 
courſe of years, approving. himſelf to the public as 
a diſpaſſionate, impartial, diſcerning, able and ac- 
compliſhed judge. The principal, if not the only 
objection, made to his removal from the bench of 
Judges, to the chair of Government, was the capa» 
city, fidelity and uſefulneſs, with which he ſerved 
the community in the judicial department. But 
the bl rightly j * chat the 4 gri and 
capacity with which he filled the office of a Judge, 
and uſefulneſs, 


their attention to him as the moſt" ſuitable perſon to 
on the reſignation. of his predeceſſor in the chair, 
Judge SUmneR, in the year 1797, was elected Go- 
vernor of the Commonwealth by the people; and 


Dun mo two years, he officiated in chis important | 
Ration, in a manner highly ſatisfactory and advan- 
tageous to the public, as well as honorable to him- 

C ſelf: 


ns - = | 

At: and would, no doubt, babe long comtinized 
to adminiſter the Government with an © upright 
eee ſkilful hand, had the councils of the 
— HTO ARRR: 40 I 
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ates was he decided eee the Federal 
Conſtitution of Government, and employed his in- 
fluence for its adoption, in our State Convention, of 
which he was a member; ſo, after it came into op- 
_ eration, and its effects were exper enced, he enter- 
tained a high ſenſe of its importance to our national 
peace and proſperity. Though as Chief Magiſtrate 


ais private feelings, as well as public duty, muſt 


have led him to be watchful with reſpe& to every 
thing, which he conceived would endanger the ho- 
nour and proſperity of the Commonwealth; yet he 
was far from indulging an unworthy jealouſy of the 
national governmegt, and of thofe appointed to ad- 
miniſter it. The Taſpicions and diſcontents enter- 
tained by too many, and the miſrepreſentations and 
calumnies, by which they were excited and nouriſh- 
ed, were, not unfrequently, ſubjects on which he 
expreſſed his ſurpriſe and deep regret. | 


H was remarkably free, n from every 
thing that had the appearance of party ſpirit, or 
rancour. His candour and moderation were known 
_ unto all men. We are taught, that © he who ru- 
leth his ſpirit is better than he that taketh a city.” 
This was an excellence of Governor SUMNER.— 
He poſſeſſed an unuſual degree of ſelf. command. 

1 | Diveſting 


| 1g; 
Direſling himſelf of prejudliſe-and paſſion, he . 
mined with deliberation and impartiality, and deci, 
ded with rectitude and wiſdom. HS cool and diſ- 
mory, if we admit the opinion which ſome have. 
entertained, that it was leſs the effect of a peculiar- 
ly happy conſtitutional temperament, than of moral 
Serre and: ems and. the on nies | 
nyt; 


1 in 8 he 8 
proof of a ſuperior mind, was a diſtinguiſhing trait 
in his character. Who ever heard or ſaw any thing 
in his conyerſation or deportment, that had the ap- 
pearance of pride, or vanity, or affectation; or that 
could be conſtrued - into an oſtentatious diſplay of 
* own talents, 2 or ſervices? 


ee raiſed to the higheſt dignity, it wag in 
the power of the citizens of the Commonwealth to 
beſtow ; yet, as far as my knowledge extends, he 
was never accuſed nor ſuſpected of employing any 
unworthy arts to gain the popular favour ; nor of 
obtruding himſelf on ths public, as 2 candidate for 
places of power and truſt, Such was his modeſty 
that when he found the eyes of the Community 
turned upon him, he appeared not a little ſur- 
priſed and © diſordered at the deep regard he drew,” 


_ ArrLvznT in his circumſtances, and placed 8 


the head of the Community, he maintained that hoſ- 
pitality, and appeared in that ſtyle. of life, which 
were 


a6 - oF 
* "CNTR 
7. the firſt Magiſtrate of a great and reſpe@a. 
ble Commonwealth. His modeſt deportment, how. 
ever, diſarmed the envious of their malignity. At 
the fame time it cauſed the honours that encirded 
his toi, ed xppear —— adSulh 
tage; as the deep ſhade of the diſtant cloud gives 
to the intervening bow, in the heavens, an uppear- 
FF mates 


fir thermore Nen wink weder relations d he 
be was affectionate and faithful, The purity of his 
_ morals will not be called in queſtion. Many here 
preſent have had opportunity to "obſerve, and can 
teſtify, that the manner of his life from his youth, 


| n 0 ub 
the practice of the law, as his ſecular calling, he 
made a public profeſſion of Chriſtianity, as the rule 
of his religious faith and practice. He appeared to 
be impreſſed with an habitual ſenſe of the truths of 
religion, and of the importance of jts inſtitutions. 
At. the prevalence of irreligious and licentious prin- 
ciples, he mary a Heep concern. Few _ 


ful refleQtions of a ment at en nature.— 
The temptations of affluence and blandiſhments of 
poliſhed life, did not, as too frequently happens, un- 
ſettle his principles and corrupt his morals, and thus 


— 7 
mne tipwreck of faith and s good” conſcience, 
But he continued to hold faſt his integrity to the 
end; and was juſtly eſteemed a worthy and exem- 
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ſhall not find it the leaſt intereſting and inſtructiwet 
His diſorder was attended with great bodily pain 
and diſtreſs ; which he bore with Chriftian patience 
and He was not infenſibte, eſpecially at 
ſoine periods of his Bela, of the alarming nature 
of his difeafe, When under the impreſſion, that he 
was Toon to go the way of all the earth, * 
anne 


Ir will net, I hope, be thought improper, nor 
unuſeful, if I take the liberty to mention what 
> obſerved to me, when viſiting him by his defire ; 
and at a time of his ſickneſs, when he appeared to 
have the full exerciſe of his reaſon, and to be ap- 
prehenſive that the "time of his departure was near. 
Jam not conſcious of having materially deviated 
from his own expreſſions; nor of having, in the 
leaſt degree, departed from what I underſtood to be 
his meaning. A dying bed,“ he obſerved, is 
not the place for one to begin to attend to his reli- 
gion, and prepare for another world. But I have 
not been unmüindful of theſe concerns. I have 
thought much of them. The more I have reflected 
on the ſubject of religion, the more has my mind 
been ſettled and confirmed in its reality and impor- 

tance. 
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tance. I am ſenſible,” continued he, «that many 
infirmities and errors have attended me; but; truſt 
I have the teſtimony. of my conſcience to the gene- 


ral rectitude of my views and conduct in life. 
At a ſubſequent period, on the concluſion of the 


office of devotion, performed at his requeſt, he ſaid, 
with a geſture and emphaſis, the —— of 
which I — not eaſily loſe, I am K.KS1GNBD..; oF" 


eee eee 5 


Reer filent tomb. * Bleſſed are the dead, 


that die in the Lord: Vea, ſaith the Spirit, they 


reſt from their labours, and their works follow 


them!“ It does not become us to ſorrow. as 
as thoſe that have no hope. For if we believe that 
Jesvs died and roſe again, even ſo them alſo which 
ſleep in JzsUs will God bring with him.“ We 


are aſſured, that © the hour is coming when all that 


are in the graye ſhall hear the voice of the Son of 
Gop ; and they that hear ſhall live,” 


"Mar the afflicted elit, children and 24 — of 
the deceaſed, be led to reflect on the wiſdom of that 


Providence, which ſubjects all men, without diſtinc- 


tion, to'the ſentence of mortality ; and on the great 


truths of that religion, which brings life and im- 


mortality to light. From theſe ſources of comfort, 
as well as from the ſoothing power of the public 


. ſympathy, which has been ſo unuſually expreſſed, 


may they derive conſolation. And may their im- 


provement in every Chriſtian grace and virtue, de 
the fruit of their affliction. 


Mar 


SS » 


Mv the Supreme Ruler fandlify the affecting 
breach he has made on thoſe who are ſtyled Gods, 
to the rulers and public characters of this Common- 
wealth; and particularly to His ſervant, on whom 
the duties of the chief magiſtracy now devolve.— 
May the rulers throughout our land be taught a lef- 


ſon of wiſdom ; and the magiſtrates and Judges of 
* earth receive habe * 


Tux church and religious bd) in this place; 
as in every bereavement they experience, ſo eſpe- 
cially in the death of the diſtinguiſhed character 
who has been lately removed from our preſence and 
communion on earth, are admoniſhed, that © every 
man at his beſt eſtate is altogether vanity.” May 
we attend to the admonition, and be excited to work 
the works'of him that ſent us into the world while 


it is day; for the night cometh, when no man can 


work. It becomes us, and the people of this Com- 
monwealth, to be humble under the preſent rebuke 
of Heaven. While we axe taught not to put undue- 
confidence in princes, nor in the ſon of man, whoſe 
breath goeth forth, and who returneth to the earth, 
let us learn not to provoke Gop, by our unreaſon- 


able ſuſpicions, to take from us _ _ and faith- 
ful of the ad.” 


Wnen we ſee characters, eſpecially 
ſuch as we —.— loved and honoured, paſſing 
out of this world, how natural is it to cheriſh the 
hope of another ? And what reaſon have we, at all 
times, to be thankful that we have ſomething be- 

| ſides 


ſions of our own unaſſiſted reaſon to encourage the 
belief of a future ſtate?  J=s8Us CRAIS T, who was 
ſent of God to enlighten the world, and who fur. 
niſhed ample. als of his divine miſſion, bath 
expreſsly taugh us, that . there ſhall be a refurree- · 
tion of the e eee, ere 


a e e de ee e 
the experiment. He voluntarily ſubmitted to death, 
confidently predicting, that on the third day he 
ſhould riſe from the dead. And behold, on the 
third day he ſhewed himſelf alive! After having 
"Way ſeen for # confiderable:courſe of time of ma- 
ny infallible witllefſes, and converſed with them of 
the things pertaining to the kingdom, he aſcended 
up on high, to his Father and to our Father, to his 
God and to our God, Thus hath he become the 
firſt fruits of them that ſleep, the forerunner into 
the Heavens of all the faithful. He hath illumined 
the dark paſſage of the grave, and led the way to 


W1TH all gratitude and joy does it become us to 
lay hold on the hope that is ſet before us, and to 
welcome, as the richeſt gift of Heaven, that divine 
religion which preſents it. Let not our corrupt af- 
fections, our evil deeds, and conſequent prejudices, 
render us unbelieving. If in ſo high and rational 
a concern as that of our religion, we muſt have pre- 
judices, it is to be wiſhed, for the bonour of our 
nature, that thoſe prejudices might be in favour of 

| a 


* "= 
a religion, which diſtinguiſhes us from the beaſts that 
periſh; a religion which opens to our view living 
ſcenes of virtue and happineſs, beyond thoſe dark 
abodes, where death and ſilence reign; a religion, 
——— ů ů—³Ü—ʃt | 
| us har ur lavour ſhall vt be in in. £ ES | 
ft: 4 G5 " 
"nan as cannot „ It may, i 1 
muſt do us good. It muſt elevate our views, refine ; 
our affections, ennoble our conduct, comfort our 
hearts, and ſpread beams of light and joy over the 
various ſcenes of huinan life. It mult, i in propor- 
tion as its glorious hopes are cheriſhed, and its ge- 
nuine influence felt, produce a Heaven here on 
earth, although there ſhould be none hereafter, — 
But though I thus ſpeak, I am perſuaded, that * He 
is faithful who hath promiſed.” And © why ſhould 
it be thought a thing incredible with any, that Gop 
ſhould raiſe. the dead? ? | | 


| Vimar guich —_ — ſtations. and conditions 
in life, may we all be followers of thoſe who have 
departed this life, having lived in the fear of God, 
and in the faith of our holy religion. It is the 
Great Author of our · being who furniſhes us with 
our talents, and aſſigns us our ſtations. But we our- 
ſelves are accountable for the fidelity with which 
we employ the firſt, and fulfil the duties of the laſt. 
The ancient philoſopher and moraliſt, as quoted 
and referred to by another, has, with great beauty, 
— ag es unn. 
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by the great diſpoſer of the drama. The great du - 
ty incumbent on every individual, is to receive his 
part with humility, and act it in perfection. We 
| may, indeed, imagine, ſays he, that our part does 
© not ſuit us, and that ye could act another better. 
But this is not our buſineſs. All that we are con- 
cerned in is to excel in the part which is given us, 
And to excite us to act well our parts on the preſent 
ſtage, the intereſting conſideration cannot be too of- 
ten revived in our minds, that we are deſtined to 
another world, and a more important ſcene of ac- 
DS, eg 
will have a ſtation aſſigned him exactly anfwer- 
ao the fide 7 with which he now performs 
* om 


—_ 


Tux is no condition in life, howeyer humble, 
which does not afford opportunity for the exerciſe 
and improvement of all thoſe virtues, which are ne- 
ceſſary to ſecure us the eſteem and affeftion of the 
wiſe and good; and to qualify us for the high ho- 
nours, and unſpeakable*felicities of the heavenly 
world. Like the moſt: elevated and illuſtrious of 
mankind, we are rational, "moral and accountable 
beings. Like them, we re bound, according to 
our opportunities, to be uſeful in our day and fta- 
tion. Like them, we are noticed by the Great 
Maſter of the ſcenes, and unerring Judge of real 
worth, Like them, are we candidates for eternity ; 
: and we all have the ſame invitation, and the ſame 
_ encouragement to aſpire aſter joys that ſhall never 
ceaſe, and crowns of glory that ſhall never fade. 


* 


: * 


* 27 
Tun diſtinctions of birth, wealth, rank, power, 
ſhall all be loſt in the grave. Thoſe of truth, pie- 
ty, virtue, and moral worthy ſhall ſurvive the diſſo. 
lution of nature, and be known in the regions of 
immortality. Therefore, my reſpected hearers, this 
is the concluſion of the whole matter : © Fear Go, 
and keep his commandment ; for this is the whole 
of man'”— his duty, happineſs and glory. Comply. 
ing with this great maxim, which is equally the 
diQate of reaſon and revelation, we ſhall ſecure the 
| favour of that AuLmicnuTy BzinG, with whom 
| | there is no reſpect of perſons ; and ſhall receive 
that ſentence of approbation and reward, WEII. 
DONE, GOOD AND FAITHFUL SERVANTS j Yu" 
HAVE BEEN FAITHFUL OVER A FEW Taos tf 
WILL MAKE YOU RULERS OVER MANY THINGs ; - 
ENTER YE INTO THE joy OF Your Logd.” 
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